

4




Date; 11.12.25 

370 / MERC / challenging Adani takeover of Dharavi/ Sadguru café BEST dharavi folder and file 

From

Kamlakar Shenoy, senior citizen aged 68 years. Mob. 9870987359 

To

1. The Hon’ble Chairperson, Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission (MERC) :
Mumbai

2. The Managing Director, ADANI Electricity Mumbai Ltd :

3. The General Manager, BEST Undertaking:

4. ACS energy dept

5. CMO 

Cc to to understand the extent the public servants in Maharashtra can fall down and invite suggestions in this matter which is absolutely against the larger public interest and will appears to be a conspiracy to destroy BEST with ulterior motives   

6. President of India 
7. Governor of Maharashtra 


Subject: Strong Objection in Larger Public Interest Against Any Permission to ADANI Electricity for Supplying Power in Dharavi Area

Reg: suggestions and objection called vide Loksatta newspaper dt. 29.11.2025 

Respected Sir/Madam,

1. Introduction

I, Kamlakar Shenoy, a senior citizen, hereby place on record my strongest objections to any proposal, consideration, or approval to allow ADANI Electricity to supply power to Dharavi. The said proposal is arbitrary, anti-people, financially destructive, and contrary to statutory obligations of BEST and the State. Any such approval will cause irreversible loss to public exchequer, will duplicate existing infrastructure, and will ultimately destroy BEST Undertaking—a public utility created under law.
This objection is filed strictly in larger public interest.




2. Statutory Duty of BEST to Supply Power

2.1 BEST Undertaking was created with public funds and has made substantial investment over decades to develop electricity distribution infrastructure for Mumbai, including Dharavi.
2.2 These capital investments were borne by citizens through tariff and taxes; therefore BEST cannot withdraw or be bypassed.
2.3 The State and MERC have a constitutional and statutory obligation to protect public utilities and prevent private enrichment at public cost.

3. Fundamental Questions Raised Before Grant of Any Permission

3.1 Whether BEST has already created sufficient electricity infrastructure to supply power to Dharavi?

3.1.1 If YES, then permitting ADANI amounts to illegal duplication of public expenditure.
3.1.2 If NO, then BEST must first explain why the public money collected for infrastructure development has not been utilized.

3.2 Whether allowing ADANI to create duplicate infrastructure will lead to fresh excavation, digging, breaking of roads, creation of new trenches, pollution, traffic congestion, dust hazards and environmental damage?

3.2.1 Mumbai already suffers from uncontrolled digging by private companies.
3.2.2 Allowing parallel systems is against the principles of sustainable development and public safety.

3.3 What will happen to the existing BEST infrastructure in Dharavi if ADANI creates its own?

3.3.1 Will the infrastructure be abandoned?
3.3.2 Who will bear the cost of wasted public money?
3.3.3 Will tariff of Mumbai consumers increase to compensate for this loss?

3.4 Is this not a criminal waste of public money?

3.4.1 Citizens have paid for BEST’s system; destroying it is a breach of public trust.
3.4.2 Public resources cannot be sacrificed to benefit any private conglomerate.

3.5 Is BEST being deliberately destabilised?

3.5.1 BEST is already in financial distress.
3.5.2 Diverting its consumer base will collapse the Undertaking.
3.5.3 This will further cause collapse of public transport services, as BEST bus operations depend financially on electricity revenue.

3.6 Is there a hidden agenda to destroy BEST and hand over Mumbai’s distribution sector to ADANI?

3.6.1 The pattern of decisions indicates a systematic attempt to render BEST non-functional.
3.6.2 Public utilities cannot be surrendered to private monopolies.

3.7 Is this not against national interest?

3.7.1 Handing over critical public infrastructure and essential services to private entities without transparent public scrutiny is against public policy.
3.7.2 Undermining a municipal undertaking amounts to weakening democratic local governance.

4. Legal and Constitutional Violations

4.1 Any approval granted without answering the above issues violates Article 14, Article 21, and the duty of the State under Article 38 and Article 39(b) to protect public resources.
4.2 It violates the mandate of the Electricity Act, 2003, which requires MERC to protect consumer interest and ensure optimal use of existing infrastructure.
4.3 Transferring or bypassing BEST’s area of supply without legislative mandate amounts to fraud on statute.

5. Public Safety, Environment & Disaster-Management Issues

5.1 Dharavi is a highly congested and sensitive area.
5.2 Fresh digging for laying cables will create fire hazards, health hazards, and severe air pollution.
5.3 BEST already possesses the network; duplication is reckless.

6. Demand 

6.1 No permission should be granted to ADANI Electricity in Dharavi until:
6.1.1 A full technical report is published on BEST’s existing infrastructure.
6.1.2 A public hearing is conducted specifically for Dharavi residents.
6.1.3 Environmental impact assessment is carried out.
6.1.4 Financial impact on BEST and taxpayers is assessed transparently.

6.2 Any proposal that harms BEST or wastes public investment must be permanently rejected.

7. Responsibility of MERC

7.1 MERC is duty-bound under law to protect public interest, prevent waste of public money, and ensure that monopolistic control is not created.
7.2 Approving such a proposal will invite serious questions on regulatory oversight and accountability.



8. Study carried out not in public domain 

Before putting any such proposal in newspapers, it is mandatory for the Government, MERC, and BEST to carry out a detailed study on the financial impact on BEST Undertaking, the loss of consumer base, tariff impact on existing consumers, effect on cross-subsidy, public asset valuation, and the legal/administrative consequences of transferring a public utility area like Dharavi to a private developer. They must also study safety standards, service obligations, long-term planning requirements, and compliance with the Electricity Act, Municipal laws, and public trust doctrine. No such study has been shown or disclosed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The details of study shall be in short and in manner which can be understood by every common man and will inform citizens how it is adversely affects the BEST which is public undertaking. And how it is wind fall to unscrupulous private entities who are out to loot the citizens.


9. Conclusion

In light of the above, I urge MERC, BEST, and all concerned authorities to immediately halt and reject any proposal that allows ADANI Electricity to operate in Dharavi. This decision is not merely administrative—it directly affects the rights of lakhs of citizens, the survival of a public utility, and the integrity of public finance.

Please treat this representation with utmost seriousness as the matter affects the entire city of Mumbai.

Please educate me if my submission is incorrect and against the national interest as well as the interest of public undertaking 

Jai Hind 






